
Plans are in the works to create a new 
residential development next to the Northstar 
Commuter Rail station on Northdale Boulevard 
(behind Target) on land owned by the Anoka 
County Regional Rail Authority. Minneapolis-
based Sherman Associates proposes a four-
story 176-unit market rate apartment building, 
a four-story 63-unit mixed-income apartment 
building and a small retail component. A second 
phase, which includes a senior apartment 
building, is likely to break ground shortly after 
the first two buildings. The apartments are 
expected to include many amenities, including 
a dog run, playground equipment, underground 
parking, walking paths and improved access 
to the transit station. The market rate units 
would have rents between $1,200 and $1,750 
per month and the affordable units would 
have rents between $800 and $1,200 per 
month. The apartments would be oriented 
toward empty-nesters, professionals, and 
other area households, particularly those 

who use Northstar commuter rail. The 48 
affordable apartments would be restricted to 
households earning 60% of median income, 
which translates to over $50,000 for a family of 
four. Including the affordable apartments in the 
overall project was critical to attracting funding 
sources to construct this contemporary project 
with a high-level of amenity.

The City adopted a development framework 
for the site in 2007 that envisioned a residential 
development that would capitalize on the 
presence of the transit station and create 
a sense of place, with strong pedestrian 
connections and open spaces. In the last few 
years, as the housing market has improved, the 
City and County worked together to identify a 
developer for the site. 

City council members and County board 
members toured several developments around 
the Twin Cities and met with various developers. 
Through those meetings, it was determined that 
the development near the rail station needed to 
include housing as the primary development, 
as opposed to retail or office uses. The broader 
nearby area includes a large amount of retail 
and office development already, and this site 
does not have the visibility from Main Street 
or Highway 10 that larger retailers expect. The 
retail component of the proposed project might 
include a small coffee shop or similar retail use. 
Ultimately, the City and County opted to work 
with Sherman Associates on the project. 
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Proposed Development Near 
Northstar rail station

Coon rapids 
Love My Pet Fair
Calling all animal lovers! You are invited to 

the Coon Rapids Love My Pet Fair!
Date:  Sunday, September 25
time: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Location:   Riverview Park  

2420 105th Avenue
This event showcases local resources, 

vendors, products and services for pet lovers! 
Enjoy K-9 demonstrations, participate in a dog 
parade, costume contest, pet art and more fun 
activities! New this year: Mini pet care classes. 
For more information, visit the City’s website or 
check out the Coon Rapids Love My Pet Fair 
Facebook page. 
Vendor registration

Do you own a pet related business? 
Showcase your products and services to 
enthusiastic pet owners. Download a vendor 

registration form on the 
City’s website.

Fire station Open 
House events

Come learn about fire prevention at the 
annual Coon Rapids Fire Department open 
house events Saturday, October 15. The events 
are part of Fire Prevention Week (October 9-15), 
a time when firefighters focus on fire prevention 
and share safety messages. Firefighters visit 
schools to give educational presentations, and 
the fire department hosts open house events 
for the community. This year’s safety message 
is “Don’t Wait, Check the Date! Replace smoke 
alarms every 10 years.”

Continued on Page 10



The crisp morning breeze reminds me that fall is coming 
soon, and with its arrival, Coon Rapids is wrapping up another 
aggressive year of street reconstruction. If you have done any 
traveling around town, you have undoubtedly been detoured or 
delayed. The pay-off will be MILES of new watermains and even 
more miles of new roads. Coon Rapids has a history of making 
strategic investments in its infrastructure, and this year proved to 
be a busy year keeping up with the City’s strategic goals.

As you already know, it’s an election year, and it’s proving to be 
one that has had a lot of attention particularly for the presidential 
race. While the national races permeate the airways and social 
media, there are also state, county and local races to learn about. 
As intriguing as higher-office races can be, I encourage you to pay 
attention to the local races. When the 2016 bonding bill failed to 
pass the legislature, it included funding for a third lane on Highway 
10 from Hanson Boulevard to Round Lake Boulevard as well as 
half of the funding needed to build a grade separation (overpass) 
at the Hanson Boulevard railroad crossing. This was disappointing 
to say the least, as the north metro and Coon Rapids specifically 
would have received some much-needed funding for infrastructure 
and safety improvements. These initiatives will not be forgotten as 
City and County officials continue to work to acquire state funding 
in 2017.

As it relates to local City Council races, one of the issues that 
always comes up is the subject of Coon Rapids Boulevard. We are 
enjoying some positive changes along this roadway, but we still 
have a long way to go. When Highway 10 moved north from what 
you now know as Coon Rapids Boulevard, the roadway expansion 
changed the demand for services along the boulevard. Some of the 
first things that left the boulevard were the truckstop and roadside 
motels. Then, over the course of several years, two million square 
feet of retail space was built near the highway (Riverdale), and 
that also meant many retail operations left Coon Rapids Boulevard 
in favor of this more visible location. This process didn’t happen 
overnight and the turn-around for Coon Rapids Boulevard hasn’t 
happened overnight either. 

When market studies 
have been done for Coon 
Rapids Boulevard, the 
studies show a need for 
additional housing. The 
area does not have a 
demand for additional 
commercial, unless there are more residents living along and near 
the Boulevard. As demand and priorities change for development 
along this roadway, you will see a changing landscape from 
commercial to more residential in this area. And as more residential 
is developed, small retail or other commercial establishments may 
be warranted. Autumn Glen Senior Living has 100 units of senior 
housing and 167 more housing units are under construction at 
River North Senior Apartments, next to the Coon Rapids Ice Center. 
The building is set to open in 2017. These housing developments 
along with additional proposals for housing in Port Riverwalk 
featuring amenity-rich apartments, detached townhomes are just 
some of the new construction projects you’ll see on the horizon. 
To watch a video about recent development projects and what 
may happen in the future for Coon Rapids Boulevard, visit the City 
of Coon Rapids website (Economic Development section).

The annual budget also lays out the priorities of current and 
previous city councils as money is invested in infrastructure and 
strategic goals to prepare our city for the present and future. 
Some of this infrastructure you don’t see, such as underground 
watermains, but you can appreciate every time you turn on your 
tap water to take a drink. Other projects you can outright see such 
as newly paved roads or snow removal from streets. From public 
safety, to infrastructure and quality of life improvements, Coon 
Rapids’ annual budget strives to maintain, invest and innovate for 
the future. You can live anywhere – thank you for making Coon 
Rapids your home!

wonder who  
represents you? 

Find your address on the Ward and Precinct 
Map online at www.coonrapidsmn.gov/220/
ward-Map. Then match your ward number with 
the councilmember that represents that ward.
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Mayor’s Corner 2016 COON rAPiDs  
City COuNCiL

COuNCiLMeMBers

Mayor
Jerry Koch
763-767-1811  
jkoch@coonrapidsmn.gov

ward 1

Denise Klint
763-576-8488 
dklint@coonrapidsmn.gov

ward 3
wade Demmer
612-616-0900  
wdemmer@coonrapidsmn.gov

ward 5
Brad Johnson
763-767-4684 
brj@coonrapidsmn.gov

ward 2
ron Manning
763-755-9128 
rmanning@coonrapidsmn.gov

ward 4  
Jennifer Geisler
763-422-1814 
jgeisler@coonrapidsmn.gov

At Large
steve wells
763-323-4984
swells@coonrapidsmn.gov

Mayor Jerry Koch

City Council Meetings
September 20, October 4, 18, November 1, 15,  

December 6, 20, January 3, 17 • 7 p.m.

arts Commission
September 20, October 18, November 15,  

December 20, January 17 • 6 p.m.

Board of adjustment and appeals
October 6, November 3, December 1, January 5 • 6:30 p.m.

Historical Commission
September 15, October 20, November 17,  

December 15 • 7:30 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Commission
September 12, October 10, November 14,  

December 12, January 9 • 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission 
September 15, October 20, November 17,  

December 15, January 19 • 6:30 p.m.

Safety Commission 
November 10 • 7:15 p.m.

Sustainability Commission
September 15, October 20, November 17,  

December 15, January 19 • 6:30 p.m.

City offices will be closed:
November 11 (Veterans Day)

November 24 & 25 (Thanksgiving holiday)
December 26 (Christmas holiday)

January 2 (New Year’s Day)

Schedule subject to change. Contact the  
staff liaison at 763-755-2880 to confirm.

Public notices are published in the City’s official newspaper, 
The Anoka County UnionHerald, and on the website:  

www.coonrapidsmn.gov

City Meetings Calendar
(All meetings held at the Coon rapids City Center unless otherwise noted)

Notify Me!
Use the NEW Coon Rapids Notify Me system to receive information about a variety of 

topics including important alerts, community news, events and other information. Sign up 
online at www.coonrapidsmn.gov or use the NEW Coon Rapids mobile app. 

Change is the law of life.  
And those who look only to the past or 

present are certain to miss the future. 

John F. Kennedy
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share your 
Opinions in a 

Community survey 
You could be one of 1500 households 

randomly chosen to participate in The National 
Citizen Survey, set to arrive in homes around 
September 16. The National Citizen Survey has 
been developed through a partnership with the 
National Research Center, Inc. to gather resident 
opinions across a range of community issues. If 
you receive the survey, please take time to answer 
the questions and return the form in the postage-
paid envelope. The City wants to hear from you! 

If you are not one of the randomly selected 
households that receives a paper survey in the 
mail, you will have an opportunity to take the 
survey online at www.coonrapidsmn.gov. Look 
for a link to the survey under the “Newsflash” 
section on our homepage. This will be available 
starting October 14.

Survey results will become a powerful tool to 
help improve service delivery as well as identify 
clear priorities in strategic planning and budget 
discussions. The data collected through the 
surveys will be presented to the Coon Rapids City 
Council in the beginning of 2017. 

The City of Coon Rapids is excited to announce a new and improved online bill payment 
service, offering customers greater flexibility to pay water and sewer utility bills. The new 
service has more features than before, including the ability to make a payment by phone 
24/7, pay by text or view your bill without registering.
Online Payment Highlights

•  View and pay your bill online anytime (A $2.95 convenience fee applies to all online or 
phone payments)

•  Go paperless – sign up to receive your water and sewer bill electronically
•  Get email notifications when your bill is ready, just before the due date and when a 

scheduled payment is pending
•  Sign up to receive text notifications about your bill  

(you can even pay by text)
Go to www.coonrapidsmn.gov to enjoy these new features.
Look for the Online Payments button, then Utility Bills. 

No-Fee Payment Options
Automatic Payment Authorization - You can have your water and sewer bill automatically paid right from your checking/

savings account. It’s easy and completely free! Find the Automatic Payment Authorization form on the City’s website at 
www.coonrapidsmn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/473.

***Please note: if you have already signed up for auto-pay through the City, NO action is required***
Online Banking - Many financial institutions allow customers to do online bill pay at no charge. Go to your financial 

institution to learn about “Bill Pay” options.
If you have questions, please email utilitybill@coonrapidsmn.gov or call 763-767-6438. We are always happy to help!

New utility Billing Online system

2016 election information
The General Election will take place Tuesday, November 

8. Polling locations will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. To find 
your polling location visit www.coonrapidsmn.gov/511/
where-to-Vote.

If you are not able to make it to the polls on Election Day, 
you can vote by absentee ballot. Absentee voting for the 
General Election begins Friday, September 23. Absentee 
voting takes place at the Coon Rapids City Center during 
normal business hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., except for 
Saturday, November 5 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Monday, 
November 7 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The following City Council candidates will be on the 
ballot for the November 8 General Election: 

ward 1:  Brad Greskowiak and Julia Stevens
ward 2:  Bill Kiecker and Greg Leone
ward 4:  Jenny Geisler and Chuck Philipsek 
At Large:  Steve Wells
The League of Women Voters will be conducting a 

candidates’ forum at the Coon Rapids City Center on September 28 at 6:30 p.m.
For election results and voter information related to the General Election, please visit the Minnesota Secretary of State’s 

website at www.sos.state.mn.us or contact the City Clerk’s office at clerk@coonrapidsmn.gov or 763-767-6493.

eLeCtiON HOtLiNe:  Call 763-767-4688  •  Now thru November 8

To pay with our new automated pay by phone service or to simply check your account 
balance, call 844-850-9189. Please have your customer and account numbers ready.  

(A $2.95 convenience fee applies to all online or phone utility payments)

the PulsePoint 
respond App

The city of Coon Rapids has been selected as 
one of two communities in the state to participate in 
a pilot program for the Pulse Point AED app. Coon 
Rapids was selected based on the community 
involvement and success of the Heart Safe Coon 
Rapids program. In the event of a cardiac arrest, 
the location-aware application will alert trained 
citizens in the vicinity of the need for bystander 
CPR, while also contacting dispatch for advanced 
medical care. The application also directs citizen 
rescuers to the exact location of the closest AED.

The purpose of this pilot program is to identify 
as many AEDs as possible in our community, 
which will give rescuers (members of the public) 
the best possible scenario to render aid, and the 
best possible chance of survival for the victims. 
This app only works if AEDs are registered and 
uploaded into the system. Once you have the 
app, simply take a picture of any AED you find 
out in the public. The app will geocode the exact 
location of the AED. You will also be asked to type 
in a brief description of where the AED is located in 
the building. The person who registers the largest 
amount of AEDs will receive a free AED from the 
Heart Safe Coon Rapids program.

The app can be downloaded at https://
itunes.apple.com/us/app/pulsepoint-aed/
id867150971?mt=8.



As of the time of this publication, a special 
session has not taken place at the legislature 
to sign the Bonding Bill, which contained 
approximately $12 million to help fund the 
Hanson Boulevard grade separation (overpass). 
The 2016 Bonding Bill would have helped 
fund half of the project’s $25.2 million cost. 
The remaining half will be paid for through 
partnership funding from CTIB (Counties 
Transit Improvement Board, 30%), Anoka 
County (10%), the City of Coon Rapids (5%) 
and Burlington Northern Santa Fe railway (5%). 
Without a bonding bill approved during the 

regular 2016 legislative session and no special 
session, the issue will be taken up again in 2017. 

The Hanson Boulevard grade separation was 
the number one funding priority for the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) due to 
safety concerns, along with rail improvements in 
Moorhead and Red Wing-Sturgeon Lake Road 
at Prairie Island. The grade separation (overpass) 
will improve safety by separating vehicle and 
rail traffic, reducing vehicle delays due to 
blocked crossings, improving response time for 
emergency vehicles and improving safety and 
mobility for pedestrians and bicyclists.
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The American Public Works Association selected 
the City of Coon Rapids for its 2016 Sustainability 
Practices Award in recognition of the City’s “outstanding 
contribution to promote sustainability.”

Sustainability in public works means seeking a “balanced 
approach” and is achieved by the “efficient delivery of 
infrastructure in an environmentally 
and socially responsible way that 
ensures the best choice in the long 
term.” Coon Rapids meets these goals 
by practicing sustainability measures 
such as stormwater management, 
recycling, water conservation and 
alternative energy sources.

Judges considered three categories 
in determining award winners: 
economy (economic development 
and financial stability), community 
(education, safety, enjoyment and 
livability) and environment (pollution 
prevention or cleanup, natural 
resources use and conservation and 

energy efficiency). 
The City was nominated for the award by the American 

Public Works Association Minnesota Chapter. 
In her nominating letter to the awards committee, 

Susan M. Mason, Chapter President, wrote that Coon 
Rapids “has made the practice of sustainability a priority 

in all of its current operations as well 
as its future growth and redevelopment 
within the city.”
sustainability Commission

Created in 2008, the Sustainability 
Commission researches ideas and 
options for sustainable living within 
the city of Coon Rapids. This includes 
reviewing current practices as well as 
working with the Coon Rapids City 
Council on various proposals for city 
building designs. The Commission 
focuses its attention on issues that 
impact energy and water use, building 
materials, waste management and 
recycling. 

Ten households in Coon Rapids were selected to receive moisture sensors for 
irrigation systems to help reduce water use. With the help of the Sustainability 
Commission, the City of Coon Rapids was awarded funding from the Coon Creek 
Watershed District for this pilot program. The sensors detect moisture levels and 
temperatures, which helps to adjust automatic sprinkler systems to reduce water use 
in yards and gardens. Water use data from these households will be tracked for three 
years prior and three years after installation of the moisture sensor.

The hope through this program is that these households see a significant decrease 
in their water usage over the next three years. Coon Rapids has an odd-even 
sprinkling ban over the summer months, but this program aims to go a step further 
in water conservation and sustainability. Oftentimes automatic sprinkler systems are 
left to run over summer months and are not adjusted to take into account moisture 
levels from rain and cooling temperatures.

New signage at 
railroad Crossings

In an effort to increase public awareness that railroad 
property is private property and that it is dangerous 
and illegal to be on railroad tracks except at designated 
crossings, officials with BNSF Railway have installed signs 
along the tracks near the railroad crossings at Northdale 
Boulevard and 121st Avenue. BNSF Railway officials also 
work with local law enforcement officials to patrol private 
property areas in an effort to reduce trespassing.

According to Operation Life Saver, someone is hit by 
a train every three hours in the United States. Operation 
Life Saver is a non-profit group whose mission is to 
reduce collisions, deaths and injuries at highway-rail 
grade crossings and on railroad property by providing 
FREE public education through a statewide network of 
authorized volunteers. If you are interested in a safety 
presentation, contact mnoperationlifesaver@gmail.com. 

Some facts about train safety from Operation Life 
Saver:

• It can take a mile or more to stop a train, so a 
locomotive engineer who suddenly sees someone on the 
tracks will likely be unable to stop in time. 

• The only legal and safe place to cross railroad tracks 
is at designated pedestrian or roadway crossings.

• Do not cross the tracks immediately after a train 
passes. A second train might be blocked by the first. 
Trains can come from either direction. Wait until you can 
see clearly around the first train in both directions.

water Conservation Pilot Program  

Moisture sensors were installed at 
ten households thanks to funding 
for a pilot program.

No special session =  
No Funding for Hanson Overpass

Coon rapids wins  
National sustainability Award  

Public Works Director Tim Himmer, 
Recycling Assistant Amanda Bednar 
and City Manager Matt Stemwedel 
accept the Sustainability Practices 
Award August 29.



www.coonrapidsmn.gov | Community strength...for generations Page 5

FALL 2016 NewsLetterCity News
The City Council discussed the preliminary budget 

for 2017 at the September 6 City Council meeting. Final 
approval of the budget and levy will take place after a 
public meeting held in December. Property owners 
will receive a notice of the hearing and the property 
tax impacts in November. The preliminary levy can be 
reduced at that time but not increased. 

The 2017 Budget assumes continued levels of service 
with some additional enhancements and strategic 
initiatives. The Park Improvement Fund includes $2.7 
million to continue park renovations as authorized 
by voters as part of the Park Bond approved in 2013. 
Additional training for public safety personnel regarding 
de-escalation, mental health and implicit bias is included 
in the budget as well as overtime funding for significant 
criminal investigations. Continued street maintenance 
initiatives are in place, including seal coating 18-24 
miles of roadways and the reconstruction of 10.5 miles 
of residential roads. Park and trail improvements of 
$300,000 is also in the budget as well as new summer 
programming initiatives at Sand Creek Park.

The proposed 2017 City tax levy is $25,613,000 as 
compared to $24,873,760 in 2016.

An estimated impact on benchmark homes is as 
follows:  

Market Value City taxes
2017 2016 2017 2016

Home 1 114,700 98,600 386 315
Home 2 148,900 144,000 550 538
Home 3 189,900 191,300 746 769
Home 4 206,400 204,500 826 834
Home 5 283,800 277,600 1,197 1,192
Home 6 384,100 375,500 1,677 1,671

Additionally, the Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority (HRA) is proposing to levy $725,000, the 
same amount levied in 2016. The entire 2017 proposed 
budget can be viewed on the City’s website at  
www.coonrapidsmn.gov.

2017 Proposed City Budget General Fund  
2017 Budget

Maintenance 
services 
(24.65%)

Public safety
(51.85%)

Community 
services  
(1.98%)

General
Government 

(14.47%)

Community
Development 

(7.06%)

City Council recap
Native Plantings Approved by City Council
The City Council recently approved an ordinance that allows 

native plantings and landscapes for homeowners.
City Code 8-500 outlines specifications for native planting 

areas. Traditional turf grass must be under eight inches in height, 
however, native plantings can be can be taller than eight inches. 
Native plantings may not be within the public right of way (unless 
a permit is obtained) or within a Sight Triangle (intersection 
formed by two roads that must be clear of obstructions) and 
may not include weeds. Read detailed City Code information at 
www.coonrapidsmn.gov. Be sure to follow the code carefully 
to ensure your yard meets all of the requirements.

Backyard Chickens Now Allowed
The Coon Rapids City Council recently approved an 

ordinance that allows the raising and keeping of chickens in the 
city. A permit process is required to keep chickens on property 
which includes applying for a permit, paying a fee, providing 
a site plan and site inspections of the property and coop. To 
read the complete City Code (6-700), visit the City’s website at  
www.coonrapidsmn.gov.

New Ordinance regulates Predatory Offender residency
The City Council adopted a new ordinance in July that places 

restrictions on level three sex offenders planning to move to 
Coon Rapids.

The ordinance does not allow level three predatory offenders to 
live within two-thousand feet of a school, public park or licensed 
daycare. In addition, the ordinance also prohibits them from 
living within 2,000 feet of another predatory offender. However, 
there are several exceptions to the rule including offenders who 
live with a spouse, parents, grandparents or siblings. 

Currently, there are no level three sex offenders living in Coon 
Rapids.

Crime rates for Coon rapids
According to data from the 2015 Uniform Crime Report, crime statistics in the city went up in a few areas 

as compared to 2014, but is still lower overall than historical averages. Specifically, larceny (theft), robbery 
and aggravated assault showed an increase in 2015 as compared to 2014 data (see crime rates in table 
below). When looking at the larceny (theft) statistics, police say theft from vehicles is a large part of the 
numbers and is still one of the most common crimes in Coon Rapids. The police remind people to not leave 
valuables in their cars. In addition, the city’s robbery statistics were higher than our historical average due 
primarily to an increase in shoplifting incidents where the thief used force to escape arrest. 

Brad Wise, Police Chief says, “While Coon Rapids is fortunate to have many retailers with successful 
businesses, having a lot of retail in your city also brings out thieves. The police department works directly 
with our retailers to address procedures linked to this trend with a Community Policing Officer assigned 
exclusively for that purpose. The police department building personal relationships with businesses is 
key to making a difference. In addition, our investigators partner with other agencies that find themselves 
facing similar challenges, such as Arbor Lakes in Maple Grove, to solve crimes that affect multiple retail 
establishments and communities. Again, we say this a lot, but in my opinion, you can never say it enough. 
Never be afraid to call 911 if you see suspicious activity. When we all work together, we keep our community 
safe.”

The Uniform Crime Report, produced by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, is a reporting 
tool that is used to track crime around the state.  The data is also submitted to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reporting Program, to allow for crime rate comparisons nationwide.
Breakdown of the Data

The following data shows Part 1 crime statistics for 2015 as compared to 2014, 2013, 2012 and 2011.

Crime 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011

Murder 1 0 0 0 2

Rape 27 25 31 14 37

Robbery 39 25 15 16 16

Aggravated Assault 53 33 48 42 57

Burglary 185 182 183 194 254

Larceny (theft) 1525 1311 1530 1663 2361

Motor Vehicle Theft 46 48 53 60 57

Arson 3 6 7 10 13

Chart shows actual number of offenses in each category



Several park renovation projects have taken place 
over the summer as part of the Park Bond funding 
approved by voters in 2013, all of which are on 
schedule and on budget. Many trail connections 
have also been completed, allowing recreational 
users the opportunity to use the City’s extensive trail 
system.
sand Creek Park- 1008 Northdale Boulevard

The work to relocate the entrance of Sand Creek 
Park to Redwood Street and Northdale Boulevard 
is now complete. Northdale Boulevard has been 
upgraded to include turn lanes and a traffic signal at 
the intersection of Redwood and Northdale which 
allows for improved pedestrian safety and traffic 
flow in and out of the park. 

Crews are constructing the concessions/restroom 
building which will be complete by the end of fall. 
Installation of new playground equipment and the 
skate park is expected to be complete by the end of 
September. Other finishing touches will also occur 
later this year. The park will open for use in spring 
2017.

Complete reconstruction of the park brings the 
facility up to modern athletic field standards. The 
improvements include rearranged parking and 
fields, new football/lacrosse fields, enhanced trails 
with connections to surrounding neighborhoods, 
a hockey rink with open skate areas and energy 
efficient lighting.

Pheasant ridge Park (11845 Pheasant Ridge 
Drive) has been renovated to include a new 
playground, half-court basketball and interpretive 
areas (with native plantings), benches, two wetland 
overlooks, and on-street handicapped parking 
spaces.

Mason Park (9600 Holly Circle) has a new 
playground with picnic shelter, new basketball 
court, new half-mile walking trail around the park 
and native planting areas.

Delta Park (11151 Yukon Street) has a new 
playground with picnic shelter, a looping trail system 
and half-court basketball. The hockey rink has also 
been removed.

Work is almost complete at woodcrest Park (901 
103rd Avenue). New amenities include a small picnic 
shelter, half-court basketball and new walking trails 
along the perimeter of the park. The ball field has 
also been re-positioned for better use. Portions of 
the site trail system will tie in to a new 21-hole disc 
golf course, a partnership between the City and the 
Minnesota Disc Golf Association. Volunteers will 
be working with City staff to build the course this 
fall, which will be playable later in the fall, but may 
take several years to complete the entire course. 
Installation of the restroom facility will take place in 
late September.

woodview Park (11540 Olive Street) has a new 
playground, benches, grills and decorative pillars 
added to the picnic shelter. A shelter has been 
added to the portable restrooms and maintenance 
work on the existing walking trails will be completed 
in September. Improvements for this park have been 
paid for through general park construction funds.
trail Project updates

Construction of the 85th Avenue trail is 
substantially complete. This trail connects 
Springbrook Nature Center with Kennedy Park. 
Users are able to navigate through the surrounding 
neighborhoods to reach the trails into Coon Rapids 
Dam Regional Park.

A narrow pedestrian bridge will be replaced in 
erlandson Park (1105 Egret Boulevard) this fall 
with a new, 10-foot wide bridge. The new bridge will 
allow better access for maintenance vehicles and 
will provide more room for people who use the trail. 
2017 Park renovation Planning

Boulevard Park (located on the grounds of the 
Coon Rapids Ice Center at Crooked Lake and Coon 
Rapids Boulevards) will be constructed in 2017. 
Planning is underway to determine the layout of this 
new park. 

three trail connection projects are also being 
planned for 2017 which will add connections from 
Avocet Street/Main Street tunnel to Bunker Hills 
Regional Park in the northern part of the City; a trail 
will be added from Coon Rapids Boulevard to the 
Coon Rapids Dam and trails will be added along 
Coon Rapids Boulevard extension.
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Park Hours 
Change

All City parks are open from  
5 a.m. to 10 p.m.*

Parking is not allowed in parks  
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.

*There are exceptions in certain parks for  
City-sponsored league play between May 1  

and October 31 that allows park hours  
to be in effect until 11 p.m.

Park Bond Project updates

Crews install new playground equipment at Pheasant Ridge Park, 11845 Pheasant Ridge Drive. New playground equipment at Woodview Park (11540 Olive Street) features new slides, swings and 
climbing features.
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report illegal Dumping!
Do you see potentially hazardous material (i.e. oil, paint) 
flowing into a storm drain, pond, ditch, lake or creek?  

If it’s an immediate threat-call 911.

If you see anything that is not rainwater and not hazardous 
(i.e. grass clippings, leaves) going down the storm drain, report 
it to Coon Rapids Public Works by calling 763-767-6462 during 

business hours (7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.). 

FALL 2016 NewsLetterCity News
2016 street reconstruction

The City has been working with contractors to 
reconstruct almost eight miles of streets this year as 
part of an aggressive street maintenance program. 
These streets are all on the City’s State Aid system, 
which means they are typically higher volume collector 
streets. Projects 16-1 (Evergreen Boulevard area), 16-2 
(Mississippi Boulevard area), 16-3 (Mississippi Drive 
area), and 16-4 (areas of Xeon Street, 113th Avenue, 
115th Avenue and Egret Boulevard) are all expected to 
be complete between late September and mid-October 
with just minor finishing work to do after that.

If you want to stay informed about street reconstruction projects, you can sign up 
for weekly construction information on the City’s website.

Go to www.coonrapidsmn.gov, look for Notify Me, and then sign up for Street 
Reconstruction Updates. Simply enter your email address, and you will be added 
to our email system.

Many of the roads being repaired this year are anywhere from 24-47 years old. 
The City has 220 miles of streets in all. More than 100 miles of streets have been 
repaired since 1994 as part of the street reconstruction program. Please contact the 
Engineering Department at 763-767-6479 if you have additional questions.

street sweeping
City crews will be out sweeping streets in  

September, October and November.

Please keep all leaves, grass clippings, basketball hoops,  
trash & recycling cans and other items & debris out  

of the streets.  Thanks for your help!

thank you Buffer Keepers!
The Coon Creek Watershed District would like to say “Thank You!” to all residents who 

leave their natural areas alone around ditches, wetlands, stormwater ponds or lakes. Those 
natural areas act as pollution filters and soil holders. These are important functions as they 
help keep pollution out of our waterways. Too often we see people mowing into their natural, 
buffer area or dumping grass 
clippings or leaves there, 
killing the plants underneath. 
This can lead to erosion, 
soil particles that enter and 
pollute the water (especially 
when there is phosphorus or 
bacteria attached).

So, kudos to you who 
leave your buffer intact!  You 
are helping to keep taxes 
down by preventing water 
pollution (it is far cheaper to 
prevent pollution than to treat 
pollution)!

winter Parking Ban starts 
November 1

A reminder: the winter parking ban is in effect in the city of Coon Rapids 
beginning November 1. Vehicles cannot be parked on a public street:

•  Between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. between November 1  
and April 1; or

•  Anytime there is a snowfall with three or more inches accumulated on 
the ground.

Parking can resume once the street has been plowed from curb-to-curb. 
Violators could be issued a ticket and vehicles may be towed. Our crews 
thank you for your assistance!

snowplow Hotline
Get updated snowplowing information this winter by calling  

763-755-2880, menu option 3. New messages are recorded after 
snow events of three inches or more. Information is also posted on the  
City’s Facebook page.

Fall Lawn Care tips
Make your lawn healthier and help keep pollutants out of Coon Creek.
1. Mulch leaves and grass with your mower to fertilize the soil and help keep 

them off the streets…and phosphorus out of the water.  
2. Aerate your lawn early in september. Use a core aerator, available for rent 

at hardware or home & garden stores. Water can then reach the roots more easily. 
3. Best to test to find out if you need to fertilize. The UMN will test your sample 

for $17. Info on the Web at: soiltest.cfans.umn.edu. 
4. if you need to fertilize, wait until after aeration. Then fertilizer can absorb 

into the soil to be used by the roots. 
Please do your part; it all adds up!
For more information, contact Coon Creek Watershed District 763-755-0975 or 

email info@cooncreekwd.org.
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the importance of 
egress windows

Many people die each year around the country because 
they are asleep during a fire. Working smoke detectors 
help to alert sleeping residents, and safe exit routes 
ensure people can exit the home quickly. State Building 
Code requires that all basements, habitable attics and 
sleeping rooms have windows or doors that may be used 
for emergency escape or rescue. The escape opening 
must open directly to the exterior of the building. Where a 
basement contains sleeping rooms and a habitable space, 
an emergency escape and rescue opening is required in 
each sleeping room, but is not required in adjoining areas 
of the basement. The requirement for emergency escape 
and rescue openings in sleeping rooms exists because 
a fire will usually have spread before the occupants 
are aware of the problem, and the normal exits may be 
blocked. For example, a fire in a mechanical room adjacent 
to a stairway could engulf the stairs, the only means of 
escape from the basement. That’s why an egress window 
or door is so important as it allows an alternative escape 
route. The requirement for basements and habitable attics 
exists because they are so often used as sleeping rooms.

For more information about egress windows or other 
building questions, contact the Building Inspections 
Department at 763-767-6476.

yard waste Cannot 
be stored on 

Property
As you clean up your yard this fall, the City 

reminds you that yard waste including grass, 
leaves, branches, sticks and other debris cannot 
be stored on your property over the winter. Yard 
waste must be disposed of at the Anoka County 
Compost Site in Coon Rapids or through your 
garbage hauler’s lawn bin service.

Proper storage 
for recreational 

Vehicles
As you prepare your recreational vehicles for 

winter storage, a reminder that City Code requires 
all vehicles, trailers, boats and other similar 
equipment to be parked on an improved surface 
(NOT on any part of the grass or class 5 rock) in 
the front or side yard (City Code 11-602 and 11-
603). There are some off-street parking exceptions 
for properties located along the Mississippi River. 
Vehicles and equipment must be operational  
(no flat tires, dismantled or having missing parts) 
and display current tabs (City Code 11-601 
and 12-306). If you have questions, please call  
763-767-6470.

Don’t Flush those 
“Flushable” wipes!

Wipes, feminine products and cat litter may be labeled 
as “flushable,” but these products don’t break down once 
flushed. These items can clog up both the pipes that run 
through your home AND the City’s main sewer pipes. If 
the problems aren’t caught in time, you may face a major 
sewage backup or ruptured pipe, which can happen in 
your home or in the City’s main sewage lines. Even though 
these products claim to be “flushable” please remember 
to throw them in the garbage instead. It could save you 
and the City from an expensive repair bill!

Don’t Dump Leaves 
in Parks

When you’re raking this fall, be sure to dispose 
of your leaves properly. It is against City Code to 
dump leaves on City-owned land including right of 
ways, parks and other property.

Leaves should be mulched, taken to the Anoka 
County Compost Site or disposed of by your trash 
hauler as part of yard waste.

exterior storage - 
what Does it Mean?
The City often receives questions regarding 

what types of items can be stored outside on 
private property in residential areas. Several 
items are not meant for outside storage 
according to City Code Chapter 11-601.10(2). 
Some of the items include: building materials, 
lumber, brush, household items, appliances, 
furniture, plastics, garbage, recyclables, scrap 
metal, paints, chemicals, debris, auto parts, 
inoperable lawn equipment, or similar materials, 
including all material and equipment used in 
conjunction with a business, including storage 
on an open trailer. If you have these types of 
items stored outside, you could receive a 
citation which includes a financial penalty.

The Coon Rapids Recycling Center 
accepts several items for recycling (plastics, 
scrap metal, appliances for a fee) and the 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility in 
Blaine accepts paints and other chemicals for 
recycling (residential use only, no businesses).  
More information about these community 
resources can be found on the City’s website 
at www.coonrapidsmn.gov. 

 We all play a part in keeping our city 
looking its best. Call 763-767-6470 if you have 
questions. Thank you!

report it!
Use the NEW Coon Rapids Report 

It system to report street lights out, 
park problems or other issues in need 
of repair. Find the program online at  
www.coonrapidsmn.gov or through our 
NEW Coon Rapids mobile app. 

*Please note: The City no longer monitors 
the program  formerly used 

to report maintenance issues.



Joy and Brian Lang weren’t afraid of a little mold, water 
damage, old carpet or even the outdated floor plan of the 
Coon Rapids rambler they purchased earlier this year.

Joy Lang says, “We just really loved the house. It is 
the perfect size for us, especially when we wanted to 
downsize. It’s on a cul-de-sac in a great location. All it 
needed was a little TLC.”

Thanks to the ReGenerations Loan Program, a down 
payment assistance program through the Coon Rapids 
Mortgage Assistance Foundation, the Langs were able to 
purchase the home and gain access to funds to help with 
remodeling and rehabilitation work. The ReGenerations 
Loan Program provides up to $6,000 in down payment 
assistance when paired with the FHA 203(k) mortgage. 

Down payment funds are provided in the form of a second 
mortgage. A minimum of $10,000 in rehab or renovation 
work must take place to qualify for the program, but there 
are no income limits for borrowers and it is not restricted 
to first time homebuyers. No payments are required and 
no interest is assessed unless the loan is repaid within 
three years of closing. The loan is completely forgiven 
after 10 years.

The Langs hired a contractor to take down a wall that 
separated the kitchen from the living room, which opened 
up the space. Water damage and mold concerns were 
taken care of by repairing water leaks in the upstairs 
bathroom. Other improvements also included new carpet, 
tile, paint, kitchen cabinets, counters and more! The 

homeowners were able to save costs by doing some of 
the work themselves such as scraping ceilings, painting 
and hanging doors and trim.

“We are so pleased with how the house turned out! 
It feels like a brand new house! We were able to fix the 
repairs that were needed, and give a much needed update 
to the home. All of this while receiving down payment 
assistance to purchase the home…it’s amazing! This is 
such a great program! I would encourage people to look 
in to it!” says Joy Lang.

To find out more about the ReGenerations Down 
Payment Assistance Loan Program, visit the City’s 
website.
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When Larry and Karlyn DeForrest built their home they 
knew they’d want to finish the basement…someday.

Karlyn DeForrest says, “We built this house in 1986. We 
love the neighborhood.”

When the DeForrest’s read about the Home for 
Generations II program, they knew it was just the 
inspiration they needed to tackle their basement project! 
Their new space now includes a 
bathroom featuring a tile shower 
with glass doors, a customized 
bar area with quartz countertops, 
an entertainment/family room area 
featuring built-in cabinets and a 
three-sided gas fireplace visible 
from all areas of the lower level.

“We have a microwave that pulls 
out, a built-in ice maker, refrigerator 
and fireplace. The bathroom 

is brand new. I love the entire remodel and I’m looking 
forward to entertaining!”

The Home for Generations II program provides grants, 
rebates and low interest loans for large remodeling projects 
such as removing or relocating walls, complete kitchen 
and bathroom remodels, basement finishes or remodels, 
adding an addition and other home improvements.

The program at a glance:
Maximum Grant: $5,000
Minimum Project Amount: $35,000
rebate: 50% of building permit fees
Financing: 4.5% fixed up to $50,000
Architectural Consultation: $25 co-pay

income Limit: None
Minimum Age of House: 20 years
Availability: First come, first served
Homeowners who increase their 

home’s curb appeal will be awarded a 
larger grant than those who complete 
only interior projects or whose exterior 
projects are more maintenance-
related. Find out more today! Visit the 
City’s website for more information, or 
contact Kristin at 763-767-6517 or by  
email at kdegrande@coonrapidsmn.gov. 
Financing for this home improvement 
program is available through the 
Coon Rapids Mortgage Assistance 
Foundation. Loans up to $50,000 are 
available at a fixed interest rate of 4.5%.

The DeForrest’s new basement features a custom bar area with quartz 
countertops, tile backsplash and small appliances.

The bathroom features beautiful 
tiled shower with glass doors.

A Basement to Brag About

Before: A wall separated the kitchen and living room space, 
making the home feel small.

after: The kitchen and living room flow together as one open 
space. The kitchen features new cabinets, countertops and 
appliances. New paint, flooring and trim are also featured 
throughout the home. Mold was remediated and water leaks were 
repaired in the upstairs bathroom of the home.

during construction: The wall is taken down which opens up the 
kitchen and living room space and opens up the stairwell to the 
basement.

Down Payment Assistance Helps Couple rehab Home
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saturday, October 15 
10 a.m. – noon

Fire station 1, 1460 Egret Blvd.  
•  New this year: Kitchen fire training scenario. This unique, high-tech, interactive demonstration  

trailer will allow attendees of all ages to practice correct responses during fire emergencies
• Rollover simulator (see how seat belts save lives)
• Station tours

Fire station 2, 1199 121st Ave. 
•  Connexus Energy electrical safety demonstration (9:30 & 10:30 a.m.) 
• Live kitchen fire demonstration
• D.J.
• Station tours

Fire station 3, 2831 113th Ave. 
•  NEW this year: fire truck themed inflatable bouncer for kids to jump in
• Medical helicopter
• Station tours 
All stations will have cookies, coffee, juice and balloons as well. We hope to see you there!

Continued FRoM FRont Page 

Fire station Open House events

Continued FRoM FRont Page 

Sherman, which has managed other apartments 
in Coon Rapids, demonstrated a strong track record 
of building well-managed, high-quality apartments.

The project could break ground by early 2017 if 
funding is received. Many details surrounding the 
project are still in the works, including the locations 
of sidewalks and open spaces and overall traffic 
circulation. There will be additional opportunities 
for public input in the coming months. In the 
meantime, if you have questions or comments, 
please send an email to econdev@coonrapidsmn.
gov. You can also view a more detailed site plan on 
the City’s website.

Read about a potential new housing  
development at Port Riverwalk on page 11

The proposed residential development would be next to 
the Northstar Commuter Rail station, located on Northdale 
Boulevard.

Proposed Development Near Northstar rail station

Civic Center remodel
The Coon Rapids Civic Center is about to undergo a 

complete makeover! The banquet room will be completely 
updated to include sound-absorbing ceiling tile, sound-
proof folding walls, new wallpaper, paint, flooring and 
carpet. The colors are neutral tan and gray tones which will 
make for a sophisticated look to work with any wedding 
or party décor. New audio visual systems will also be put 
in place to include mounted ceiling projectors, retractable 
screens and an improved overhead speaker system.

The facility will be closed November 7-December 9, with 
the exception of Election Day when the facility will be open 
for voters (Tuesday, November 8). 

“Like” the Coon Rapids Civic Center 
Facebook page to see progress 
photos of the remodeling project.

Neutral colors of tans and grays for carpet, flooring, wallpaper and 
paint will provide a sophisticated look for any wedding or party 
décor.
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Potential Port riverwalk 
Housing Development

City staff continue to work with The Beard Group and Centra Homes to 
work out details and terms for a development project on the City-owned 
land located on the south side of Coon Rapids Boulevard, generally 
between Egret Boulevard and Avocet Street. The potential project will 
likely include market rate apartments, for-sale detached townhouses and 
additional land reserved for retail. The apartments would be amenity-
rich and more contemporary and different from other apartment offerings 
in the city. Market research shows a demand for both the amenity-rich 
apartments and the detached townhomes.

Proposed plans for development near Coon Rapids Boulevard & Avocet Street in Port 
Riverwalk include amenity-rich apartments and detached townhomes.

Mercy Hospital expansion Plans
Mercy Hospital is expanding again at its campus in Coon Rapids. As part of a long-term 

strategic effort, the facility is adding a two-story building for additional surgery space, a new 
main entrance and a 329-space, three-
level parking deck. As part of its “One 
Hospital, Two Campuses” long-range 
plan, the facility is merging the operations 
of Mercy Hospital and Unity Hospital in 
Fridley. Starting in 2017, the two hospitals 
will operate as one and share the single 
name Mercy Hospital. The Fridley location 
will be known as Mercy Hospital - Unity 
Campus.

RMS Company, which currently has 711 employees in Coon Rapids and is the city’s 
largest private employer, is expanding. A subsidiary of Cretex Companies, Inc., based in 
Elk River, RMS Company manufactures machined and molded components used in the 
medical device and aerospace industries. Located at 8600 Evergreen Boulevard since 
1992, RMS completed expansions in 1998, 2006, and 2011. The proposed expansion 
project involves construction of a 60,000 square foot addition of manufacturing space to 
its 215,000 square foot Evergreen Boulevard location. The company plans to create at 
least 100 new jobs within two years of completing the project. 

RMS Company is an international supplier and contract manufacturer to top medical 
device manufacturers. Founded in 1967, RMS Company has built its reputation as a 
premier manufacturer of components for the orthopedic and other medical device 
markets. In 1982, RMS was acquired by the Cretex Companies, a privately held, financially 
strong, Minnesota-based corporation. With solid financial backing from Cretex, RMS has 
continued on their path of success and growth to become a major source of implants 
and device components for top medical device OEMs around the world. 

Coon Rapids has a relatively high concentration of residents employed in the 
manufacturing sector, with over 5,700 Coon Rapids residents employed in manufacturing. 
In order to facilitate the project, the City helped RMS Company secure a $700,000 
forgivable loan from the Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF).

• Hope 4 youth, (non-profit youth homelessness organization) is 
converting a building for a drop-in center and transitional living space 
at 80 Coon Rapids Boulevard.

• Financial One (credit union) at 11465 Robinson Drive has 
completed a major interior remodel.

• Clothes Mentor (women’s clothing resale store) opened a new 
location at 13030 Riverdale Boulevard.

• CVs is finishing the interior of a smaller building next to the 
pharmacy as office space, located at 2033 Coon Rapids Boulevard.

• Muddy Cow (restaurant) has opened a new location at 133 Coon 
Rapids Boulevard.

• Hobby Lobby (retail) will open a new store at Riverdale Crossing.

Other Business News
Are you a business owner in need of advice or are you looking to start a new business 

in Anoka County? The Open to Business program offers FREE consultations to anyone in 
Anoka County who is interested in starting a business or currently owns a business. Business 
Advisor, Kathleen DuChene, holds office hours at the Anoka County Government Center 
and other locations around Anoka County, including at 
Coon Rapids City Hall on the third Tuesday of each month 
from 2 - 4:30 p.m. Entrepreneurs interested in this service 
can also schedule an appointment by calling Kathleen at  
763-438-7315. This service is perfect for those looking to:

• Open a business
• Discuss financing options
• Develop marketing strategies
•  Understand the logistics of leasing or purchasing property
•  And other business-related needs
More information about this program can be found at www.opentobusinessmn.org.

Free Business Consultations

Financial resources for 
Businesses

The City of Coon Rapids offers a variety 
of financing options for projects that help 
achieve its development goals. These 
resources are administered both by the 
City and outside resources, including 
the Central Minnesota Development 
Company (CMDC), which is authorized 
to provide Small Business Administration 
loans, as well as the City of Coon 
Rapids’ commercial loan funds. For more information visit  
www.coonrapidsmn.gov/econdev or contact Mike Mulrooney at 
CMDC at763-784-3337.

rMs Company to  
expand Facility and Add Jobs  



Dr. Rodger Barr has seen and 
treated them all - Timberwolves, 
mountain lions, boa constrictors, 
even de-scented pet skunks. Barr’s 
love of animals led him to open Foley 
Boulevard Animal Hospital in 1981 as 
a 500 square foot full-service facility. 

“Being able to take care of a sick 
or injured animal, making them whole 

again, and the happiness that 
brings both to the 

owner and pet is pretty rewarding to 
all of us here,” says Dr. Rodger Barr, 
owner of Foley Boulevard Animal 
Hospital.

In 1986, the clinic was expanded 
to 2500 square feet. Then in 2011, 
more space was needed so the 
facility expanded again, doubling its 
size in a renovation that resulted in 
state-of-the-art technology, seven 
exam rooms, and a natural gas-
powered generator which allows staff 

to continue treating patients 
in the event of a 

power outage.
In addition to Foley Boulevard 

Animal Hospital’s 35-year tenure in 
Coon Rapids, Dr. Barr has also spent 
the last 20 years placing greyhounds 
in homes through Northern Lights 
Greyhound Adoption, which he 
founded in 1996.

“Greyhounds are a breed of dogs 
that need some assistance. The 

industry itself is on a downswing, but 
these dogs make great pets, and as 
a rule they need help finding great 
homes because they possess unique 
characteristics. They like to run for 30 
seconds and sleep for four days. They 
love to be loved and seek attention, 
but the misconception is that they 
are hyper and need to run, which 
they don’t. They are very low-key. I’ve 
dedicated my career to understanding 
sight hounds,” says Barr.

Barr believes the secret to his 
success is the people he has 
surrounded himself with for over three 
decades. 

“Our greatest asset is our 
employees, and we truly value our 
clients as well. We have clients who 
have been coming in for 30 years. It’s 
a family atmosphere here.”

FALL 2016 NewsLetterBusiness Spotlight

A Paw Print in time - Foley Boulevard Animal Hospital

During The Great Depression in 
1933, Financial One Credit Union 
opened its doors in Columbia Heights. 
Nearly 60 years later in 1992, a second 
office opened in Coon Rapids, where 
its headquarters remains today. A 
third branch is located in Blaine. Now 
with 8,000 members, the Coon Rapids 
Financial One Credit Union branch is 
the largest of the three branches, and 
is a member-owned and controlled 
financial cooperative dedicated to 
improving the financial well-being of 
its members. 

 “We aim to provide great value. 
That’s what we hang our hat on. 
Value, service and giving back to the 
community,” says Ross Bloomquist, 
President and CEO of Financial One.

Financial One also prides itself 
on its partnership with the Disabled 
American Veterans of Minnesota, an 
organization who they have worked 

with for the past five years, and are 
at the cornerstone of a new program 
recently implemented by the Financial 
One Board of Directors.

“We have a new program called the 
3 Essentials that we just rolled out. 
We’ve made a commitment to give 
back to the communities we serve. 
For every auto loan we do, we are 
giving 100 pounds of food to a local 
food shelf. For every home equity or 
home loan, we will provide one night 
of housing and for every checking line 
of credit, a coat or an item of clothing 

will be given to a veteran,” says 
Bloomquist.

The Financial One Coon Rapids 
Branch just completed a major 
renovation at its location on 
Robinson Drive. The 
company now 
has its 

sights set on opening a fourth location 
in Fridley as Financial One continues to 
grow at five times the rate of a typical 
credit union in the United States. 
Financial One serves residents and 

businesses in Anoka County, 
Northeast Minneapolis and 

the city of Champlin.

Financial One Credit union

QuiCK FACts:
• Established in 1933
•  17 employees at Coon Rapids 

branch located at 11465 Robinson 
Drive

• 8,000 Financial One members
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QuiCK FACts:
• Founded in 1981
• 11247 Foley Boulevard NW 
• 35 employees, 6 doctors

Dr. Barr with Jenny the greyhound.



Mark your 
calendars for 
August 1, 2017.

FALL 2016 NewsLetterPolice News
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Car seat Clinics 
Did you know 4 out of 5  

car seats are installed incorrectly?

Get tips from professionally trained car seat 
technicians from the Coon Rapids Police and 
Fire Departments at one of the following car 
seat clinics:

October 12, November 16, December 6

Clinics take place from 4-7 p.m. This free 
service is available by appointment only to 
Coon Rapids residents through Safe Kids 
Anoka County. Schedule an appointment by 
contacting safekids@coonrapidsmn.gov or 
call 763-767-4680, ext. 680.

Clinics take place at the Coon Rapids Police 
Department, 11155 Robinson Drive.

Night to Unite helps neighbors get  
to know each other and build  

police/community partnerships.

New Police K-9 
teams 

Two new canine teams 
are out on patrol for the 
Coon Rapids Police 
Department. Officer 
Interna Kim and Belgian 
Malinois Ike, along with 
officer Brian Sternquist 
and Belgian Malinois Taz, 
graduated from training 
school in June. The 
canine units are assigned 
to the Patrol Division 
and assist with a variety 
of police activities and 
investigations.

“There’s no comparison,” says K9 officer Interna 
Kim. “Dogs can search a field that would take 10 
to 20 officers, all in a fraction of the time. They help 
us with investigations in ways that are extremely 
vital to policing. The dogs 
are valuable tools for the 
department and they do 
great work.”

Officer Brian Sternquist 
says, “Taz is a hard 
worker. He knows when 
it’s time to work and he’s 
excited to go to work. His 
keen instincts, sense of 
smell and training have 
all helped him become an 
amazing tracking dog.”

Police Chief Brad Wise began his 
career in hospitality, working as an 
assistant manager at the Embassy 
Suites hotel in Bloomington. The job 
required him to hire off-duty police 
officers to serve as hotel security, and 
as he came to understand the officers 
and their duties, he decided it was 
time for a career change.

Upon earning his law enforcement 
degree, Wise accepted a position 
with the Robbinsdale Police 
Department in 1995. In less than a 
year, his hometown of Coon Rapids 
contacted, interviewed and hired him 
to join the Police Department. He 
was later promoted to Police Chief in 
2011.

“It means a lot to me to do this job 
in my hometown, doing what I can to 
make a difference,” Wise says.

How does policing in your 
hometown influence your job?

“The officers who work here know 
how invested I am in the community. 
I think it makes a big difference in the 
way they work because they see my 

approach to policing our city and they 
know I’m passionate about the safety 
of this community.”

How has the community shown 
their support for the efforts of the 
Police Department?

“I’m truly blessed to be working 
for the City of Coon Rapids. We’ve 
enjoyed unyielding support of the 
community. I think citizens know my 
passion for policing, I think they can 

sense that. We also have the greatest 
staff ever from top to bottom; I take 
great pride in each one of our officers. 
When somebody drops off chocolate 
chip cookies, we know what that 
represents, and that’s really gratifying 
and reassuring. It’s a tangible way for 
the officers here to see that they do 
enjoy the support of the community.”

what are your hobbies?

“I love to golf, go boating and travel 
in an RV seeing different parts of the 
country, but, being the proud parent 
that I am, there’s nothing I’d rather 
do than watch my son play a ball 
game or watch my daughter dance or 
even participate in a father-daughter 
dance.”

tell us about your family.

“My wife Christine and I just 
celebrated our 23rd anniversary and 
we have two children, Connor (14) and 
Haili (12). My kids are the greatest. 
They’re easy-going, motivated, fun to 
be around, just a tiny bit too sarcastic 
at times maybe.”

Get to Know Police Chief Brad wise

Thank you to 
everyone who 
participated in 
Night to Unite 

2016!  

Thanks to our donors:
target, Coon rapids Chrysler, Chili’s,  

Mall of America and Connexus energy

Officer Interna Kim and Ike.

 Officer Brian Sternquist and Taz.
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Portable Heater 
safety tips

It won’t be long before winter is here, which means 
more people will be using portable heaters to heat cold 
areas of their homes. The Coon Rapids Fire Department 
reminds residents to be careful when using these devices 
and always practice the following safety tips:

• Use a heater that has been tested to the latest 
safety standards and certified by a nationally-recognized 
testing laboratory.

• Place the heater on a level, hard and non-flammable 
surface, not on rugs or carpets or near bedding or 
drapes.

• Never leave a space heater on when you go to sleep.
• Turn the portable heater off if you leave the area. 

Keep children and pets away from space heaters.
• Have a smoke alarm with fresh batteries on each 

level of the house, inside every bedroom, and outside 
the bedrooms in each sleeping area. In addition, have a 
carbon monoxide alarm outside the bedrooms in each 
separate sleeping area.

Stay safe and keep warm this winter!

Have working  
smoke Alarms

• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of the home, 
including the basement. 

• Interconnect your home’s smoke alarms. This way, 
when one sounds, they all sound.

• Teach children the sound of the smoke alarm and to 
exit the home/building when it sounds. 

• Place alarms on the ceiling four inches from the 
wall; alarms on the wall must be four to 12 inches below 
the ceiling.

• Smoke alarms should be tested monthly. 

• Smoke alarm batteries should be changed at least 
once a year. 

• All smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years. 
• Working smoke alarms cut your risk of dying in a 

residential fire by 50%. 

Medical Calls and you
If you call 911 for help related to a medical emergency in Coon Rapids, did you know the Coon Rapids 

Fire Department will respond? The department responds to over 3500 medicals calls each year. Our 
firefighter/ EMTs arrive to calls in an average of 4-5 minutes, after being dispatched by Anoka County 
Central Communications (the experts you talk to when you call 911). Sometimes a police officer will arrive 
before the fire department to start to assess the situation. 

All firefighters are trained to 
meet the standards set forth 
by the National Registry for 
Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMT). This education and 
training is conducted by Allina 
Health System. The Coon Rapids 
Fire Department partners with the 
medical director of Allina Health 
to oversee medical direction, 
continuing education, and quality 
assurance and improvement. 
Every month our staff participates in medical training, educational drills and hands-on practice.  

Coon Rapids firefighters carry lifesaving equipment that allows them to perform many procedures such 
as providing an airway, starting an IV, bleeding control, extrication, delivering a baby or simply bringing 
comfort to someone in need. While firefighters provide initial care, medics with Allina Health also arrive on 
scene to finish medical care. In most cases, patients are taken to Mercy Hospital, located in Coon Rapids, 
which is one of the top 50 cardiac hospitals in the country.  

Over 66% of calls are to single family homes. The rest of the calls are to apartments, retail locations 
and businesses.

Medical Calls by year

Year Medical Calls Total number 
of Calls for Fire 
Department

2016 (first 6 months) 1796 2284

2015 3845 5154

2014 3688 4979

2013 3657 4793

2012 3614 4878

MDA “Fill-the-Boot” a 
HuGe success

Thank you to the community for helping the Coon 
Rapids Fire Department raise over $30,000 for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association! The “Fill-the-Boot” 
campaign took place June 27-29 at the intersection 
of Main Street and Northdale Boulevard and was a 
huge success! The money raised helps dozens of 
local families affected by muscle disease.

recreational Fires
You cannot burn leaves or other household debris in 

your recreational fire. Only clean, dry wood can be used. 
While recreational fires are allowed without a permit, they 
are subject to specific City regulations.

More information and guidelines regarding 
recreational fires can be found on the City’s website at  
www.coonrapidsmn.gov.

NO BurNiNG LeAVes!



Vets COFFee
Come join other Vets for coffee, 

snacks, conversation and visiting. 
Every Wednesday morning 

starting at 8 a.m.  

All Vets welcome!

Thanks to Cherrywood  
Assisted Living of Andover  

(2nd Wednesdays) and  
River North Senior Apartments  

(4th Wednesdays) for sponsoring 
refreshments.

John Leggate won the Anoka County Outstanding 
Senior Award at the Anoka County Fair Wednesday, 
July 27. Leggate was nominated by the Coon 
Rapids Senior Center.  

Leggate was recognized for his work with the 
Coon Rapids Community Strength Foundation, 
the Coon Rapids Northstar Lions Club, the Coon 
Rapids Royalty and Pageant Committee, Coon 
Rapids Snowflake Days and Epiphany Church. His 
work helps to ensure success at the Coon Rapids 
4th of July Community Celebration, Movies in the 
Park, waffle breakfasts, ballfield concession stands, 
Coon Rapids Royalty and pageants, community 
concerts and more – events enjoyed by thousands 
of people.

Thirteen years ago, this cancer survivor was told 
he only had six weeks to live. He decided at that 
time to make his life worth living. Eight years of 
chemotherapy and eleven surgeries haven’t slowed 
him down a bit, as he is going strong making Anoka 
County a better place for everyone! 

Leggate represented Anoka County on Senior 
Day at the Minnesota State Fair on Thursday, 
September 1. 
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www.coonrapidsmn.gov | Community strength...for generations Page 15

Drivers 55+ years of age can receive a 10% 
discount for three years by attending a Minnesota 
Safety Council Defensive Driving Course. Anyone 
taking the course for the first time must attend an 
8-hour training. Others may take a shorter 4-hour 
refresher course. 

All classes are held at the Coon Rapids Civic 
Center, 11155 Robinson Drive N.W. Call 763-767-
6473 to request a registration form. Payment must 
be received 2 weeks prior to class.

4-HOur reFresHer COurses: $20.00 
Monday, October 3: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Monday, October 10: 5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Monday, October 17: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Monday, December 12: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

8-HOur COurses: $22.00  
Mondays, September 19 & 26: 5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Mondays, October 24 & 31: 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

super senior Club 
Bazaar and Flea 

Market
thursday, November 3, 2016

Coon Rapids Senior/Civic Center
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Crafts, refreshments, raffle and Bake sale,  
Flea Market & More!

Proceeds from this event are donated to local 
charities.

Donations for the Flea Market will be accepted 
after October 3!

senior skate  
For Ages 55+ 

Get out and have some fun at the 
Coon Rapids Ice Center (11000 Crooked 
Lake Blvd.) Wednesday mornings from 
8 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. Fresh coffee will be 
ready for you! Cost is $5 (payable at the 
door). Schedule subject to change for 
special events. Call 763-951-7222 for 
more information.

2016 Defensive Driving 

woodcarving Club
Want to learn a new 

hobby? Join Roger and 
the Woodcarving Club at 
the Coon Rapids Senior 
Center on Thursdays at 
1 p.m., and get ready  
for some carving, chipping, 
coffee and conversation. 
no reservation needed.

 2016 Anoka County Outstanding senior



special events!
Take part in one of our special themed skating events coming up this fall and 

winter. Games, coloring contest and more!
spooky skate • Sunday, October 30 • 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Featuring games, coloring contest, the “Haunted Hallway” and more fun 

events!
toys for tots skate/Kickoff • Sunday, November 27 • 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Featuring games, a coloring contest and if you bring a toy for Toys for Tots, 

you will receive a coupon for buy one public skating admission, get one free!

special Holiday exhibition skating event • Sunday, December 18 •  
4 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. on the outdoor refrigerated rink. 

skate with santa • Sunday, December 18 • 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Featuring games, a coloring contest and Santa of course! If you bring a 

toy for Toys for Tots, you will receive a coupon for buy one public skating 
admission, get one free!

Bunker Hills Golf Club  
12800 Bunker Prairie Drive 
Coon Rapids, MN 55448

763-755-4141
www.bunkerhillsgolf.com

golfteC: 612-424-9251

Kendall’s tavern & Chophouse:  
763-755-1234

FALL 2016 NewsLetterParks & Recreation

Tickets On Sale NOW!

November 25 thru January 1
A holiday musical comedy and 3-course dinner for the 

whole family with tickets starting at $47! Group pricing 
available. Buy online or by calling 763-951-7244. 

www.bunkerhillseventcenter.com

Practice your swing 
all year!

Keep up your swing this fall by trying out our practice 
range or step inside and use state-of-the-art golf 
simulators! Simulators offer a great way to play golf with 
your friends when the weather gets cold! To learn more 
visit bunkerhillsgolf.com.

Coon Rapids Ice Center
11000 Crooked Lake Blvd.

763-951-7222
www.coonrapidsicecenter.com
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While the course will be 
open until the snow flies, do 
not let the snow deter you 
from practicing your game at 
Bunker Hills! GolfTEC Bunker 

Hills offers private, tailored golf instruction for anyone 
looking to improve their game.

The Coon Rapids Ice Center is now home to Minnesota 
Sled Hockey, a group dedicated to hockey programs for 
people with physical disabilities. The program started back 
in 2005 in Richfield. Minnesota Sled Hockey President 
Eric Rud says he’s excited for the group’s new home.

“The boards are Plexiglas so we can actually skate 
off of the rink, where in Richfield and older arenas, you 
actually have to sit in the neutral zone so it kind of hinders 
the regular game play a bit. I had an opportunity to visit 
the Ice Center and fell in love with the facility.”

The Minnesota Wild gave a $10,000 donation to the 
Minnesota Sled Hockey Association in July which will help 
pay for new equipment and jerseys. The group currently 
has 40 members and hopes to increase membership with 
additional exposure in the north metro

Featured from left to right: Tony Lange, Vice President of MN 
Sled Hockey, Eric Rud, MN Sled Hockey President and Rachel 
Schuldt, Executive Director of the MN Wild Foundation.

CriC Now Home to unique Hockey Program  

sign up Now  
for Fall skating

Fall skating lessons are about to 
begin at the Coon Rapids Ice Center. 
Classes are available for figure skaters 
and hockey players (adults too!) Classes 
run for 12 weeks and begin on Saturday, 
September 17 (taking place at several 
times from 7:15 a.m. to noon) and 
Monday evenings starting September 19 
(with classes taking place at several times 
from 5 – 9 p.m.) Classes are 30 minutes 
in length with 30 minutes of practice time. 
For more information, including detailed 
course descriptions, visit our website. 

Public skating 
Lace up your skates and enjoy the ice during one of 

our public skating sessions.  
Fall & Winter Public Skating event times:
wednesdays & Fridays • 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
sundays • 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Admission is $5 for 
adults, $4 for students.  
Children ages 5 and 
under skate FREE with 
a paid admission. Skate 
rental and sharpening 
also available.
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Anoka-Hennepin 

Community 
education

The City of Coon Rapids works in cooperation with 
Anoka-Hennepin Community Education to provide 
youth programming in the city. You can find classes at  
www.anoka.k12.mn.us/communityeducation.

Parks and trails Map
Find all of Coon Rapids’ parks and 

trails in our easy-to-use interactive 
mapping program! Available on the 
City’s website or on your smart phone 
through the Coon Rapids app. 

Use Map It today!

sports Associations
The following private non-profit organizations provide 

recreational and competitive sports opportunities for 
youth in Coon Rapids. For information visit each website.  

Coon rapids Athletic Association  
(Football, Recreational Basketball, Softball, & Lacrosse)

www.craakids.com

Coon rapids Cardinal Little League 
www.crcll.com

Coon rapids/Andover American Little League
www.crallbaseball.org

Coon rapids Baseball Association  
(13-19 year old baseball)

www.coonrapidsbaseball.com

Coon rapids Fastpitch Association  
(8-18 year old girls fastpitch)

www.coonrapidsfastpitch.com

Coon rapids youth Hockey Association 
www.coonrapidshockey.com

Coon rapids soccer Association
www.crsoccer.org

Coon rapids Cardinal Basketball Club  
(Traveling boys and girls program)

www.coonrapidshoops.org

“the element”  
teen Center

(grades 6-12)
2701 Northdale Blvd. (at Riverwind Park)

2016-2017 school year Hours
(Sept 6 – June 1)

Monday-Thursday: 3-6 p.m. • Friday: 6-9 p.m.
Come socialize, play games, watch movies and 

have fun with kids your age in a safe, supervised FREE 
environment. Concessions available for purchase.

Join our Facebook page for the latest updates and special announcements!

Night to unite at the teen Center

The Coon Rapids Fire Department gave a tour of the fire truck.

7 year-old Aydia enjoys pizza at the Night to Unite 
party. 

Thank you to the following 
businesses who helped 

support this event: 
Costco  H  Papa John’s 

Jimmy John’s  H  walmart 
Andover Cinema  H  Chanticlear  

target  H  Cub Foods
Officer Arneson enjoyed lawn games with 5 year-old Rylan at the Night to 
Unite celebration at the Teen Center Tuesday, August 2.

The Teen Center hosted a neighborhood 
Night to Unite party Tuesday, August 2. 
Participants enjoyed lawn games, pizza, 
burgers, hot dogs and more fun activities! 
Thanks to all who came out to enjoy in this 
neighborhood party!
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transformative Circle 

welcomes New 
Members

The community is invited to “Transformative 
Circle”, a diverse group of people whose mission 
is to “foster greater understanding and appreciation 
for our community, cultural differences and 
customs.” Meetings take place the first Thursday of 
each month from September-May at the Emma B 
Howe YMCA, from 7-8:30 p.m.  Special events will 
also take place throughout the year. New members 
are always welcome.

On July 30, Springbrook Nature Center opened 
its doors to the public after completing a major 
remodeling project, which includes a new 
13,000 square foot interpretive center. The new 
additional space will allow for new programming, 
environmental education and a new space for 
special events.

The project was made possible through state 
funding and contributions from businesses and 
private donors.

Phase two of the project is anticipated to open in 
the summer of 2017 and will feature a community 
amphitheater and nature-based play spaces. 

Free Baby Classes
Ask questions and share ideas about adjusting 

to a new baby. Classes start in September, 
October and December and are for parents with 
children ages birth to 12 months. Register online at  
www.discovercommunityed.com or call 763-506-
1275.

register for 
Preschool

Limited openings remain for Anoka-Hennepin 
Schools’ preschool programs. School Readiness 
Preschool and Kindergarten Readiness Preschool 
continue to accept registrations for the 2016-2017 
school year. Classes begin in September and are 
held at several locations throughout the district. 
Children must be either three or four years old by 
September 1, 2016. 

Enrollment fees are based on income eligibility 
of families; FREE tuition and/or transportation for 
eligible families. View our registration information 
online at www.anoka.k12.mn.us/preschool or call 
763-506-1500 for more information or to register.

walk for Hope
The 12th Annual Walk for Hope is coming up on 

Saturday, September 24 at Bunker Hills Regional 
Park, Pavilion #3 from 8-11 a.m.  The 5K Fun Run 
& 2-Mile Walk raises money for Alexandra House, 
whose mission is empower victims of domestic 
and sexual violence, and inspire social change, 
through education, support, and advocacy.  More 
information can be found at www.alexandrahouse.
org.

Fall Volunteer/Advocate training
Fall Volunteer/Advocate Training starts 

September 12 and runs through October 5. More 
information can be found at www.alexandrahouse.
org/get-involved/volunteerintern/, or by 
contacting our Community Education Coordinator, 
Jess Cheney at jcheney@alexandrahouse.org or 
763-795-5452.

Free educational workshops
Several FREE educational workshops and 

support groups are offered to help survivors 
cope with the confusion, anger, and fear often 
experienced after episodes of sexual assault and 
domestic violence. A full list of these workshops 
and groups can be found at www.alexandrahouse.
org/our-services/support-groups/. 

upcoming events

springbrook Nature Center Celebrates 
Grand Opening    
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Coon rapids recycling Center
1831 – 111th Avenue, Coon Rapids, MN 55433

763-767-6485 

seasonal Hours 
April-september: Tuesday and Thursday 2 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

October-March: Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Keep up the Good work  
with Multi-unit recycling

Household 
Hazardous waste 
Collection events

Anoka County will host Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Events to help residents dispose of hazardous 
materials safety.

The events will take place:

saturday september 24 & October 15
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Anoka County Fairgrounds  
3200 St. Francis Blvd, Anoka. 

(You must enter from Ferry Street at the sign for the 
County Park. Follow signs to Hazardous Waste Event).

A Driver’s License or other proof of county residence 
is required. Businesses, organizations and schools may 
NOT bring waste to the collection. 

This event is open to residents of Anoka, Carver, 
Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey and Washington Counties.

examples of what you CAN bring to the collection: 
• Leftover Paint
• Household Cleaners
• Fluorescent Bulbs 
•  Automotive Fluids (Participants’ fuel/oil containers 

will NOT be returned)
•  Most Products Labeled Caution, Warning, Danger or 

Poison

what NOt to Bring:
• Ammunition or Explosives 
• Appliances 
• Asbestos
• Batteries 
• Electronics 
• Garbage 
• Medications
• Medical Sharps (needles/syringes) 
• Tires
For more information, call Anoka County Recycling & 

Resource Solutions at 763-323-5730 or visit the Anoka 
County website at www.AnokaCounty.us/recycle.

Coon Rapids residents are shredding (and 
recycling) a lot of paper and that’s a good thing! 
To handle the increase in demand for this service, 
the Coon Rapids Recycling Center is working to 
purchase two new paper shredders that will be 
available to residents during the facility’s regular 
hours. This new service is expected to be available 
in late fall or winter. Watch for more details on 
the City’s website and in the winter edition of this 
newsletter.

By Tanya Feldkamp – MN 
GreenCorps Member 

My MN GreenCorps service 
at the City of Coon Rapids is 
ending and has resulted in 
great progress on improving 
recycling at apartment 
buildings! This year I worked 
on recycling assessments 
and recommendations for 
57 multi-unit properties and 
implemented projects at 8 

buildings, which has resulted in 16,072 pounds of 
material diverted from landfills. The amount of reduced 
emissions from all this extra recycling is equivalent to the 
carbon dioxide absorbing effects of planting 648 trees. 
Recycling can really make a difference!

Even though this experience is ending for me, my 
work on multi-unit recycling will have a lasting impact 
on the city. Because of the progress that has been made 
and the potential for more recycling improvements at 
apartments, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
has awarded Coon Rapids with another MN GreenCorps 
member to continue the work I’ve started for the next 
year. Also, the Recycling Division will be exploring 
city ordinances requiring more recycling containers at 
apartment buildings and better signage for garbage and 
recycling dumpsters. Low recycling rates at apartment 
buildings is a common problem in cities, and these new 

policies will be an example for other communities in the 
Twin Cities. This is another instance of Coon Rapids 
being a leader in recycling!

Overall, my biggest successes have been starting 
and increasing recycling service at a few apartment 
buildings. I’m proud to have been involved in making 
recycling easier and more convenient for these residents. 
Another significant aspect of my work has been building 
connections between the City and apartment managers. 
Hopefully, these relationships will lead to more multi-unit 
recycling efforts and other sustainability initiatives at 
multi-unit properties.   

Finally, this experience has been important for my 
professional as well as personal development. I’m looking 
forward to continuing to work in the environmental field 
and incorporating more sustainable habits into my 
lifestyle. I would like to thank the MPCA for running the 
GreenCorps program, the City of Coon Rapids and staff 
for hosting me, and the property managers who were 
generous with their time and willing to work with me.

New Paper shredding Options Coming soon
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Service Directory
Police and Fire: 911

City Center:  
763-755-2880

assessing:  
763-767-6446

Building Inspections:  
763-767-6476

Bunker Hills golf Club:  
763-755-4141

CTN-Coon Rapids:  
(Cable TV Dept.)  
763-767-6525

Civic Center:  
763-767-6522

Property Maintenance:  

763-767-6470

Coon Rapids Ice Center:  

763-951-7222

engineering Department:  

763-767-6465

Fire administration:  

763-767-6429

Planning and Zoning:  

763-767-6430

Police administration:  

763-767-6481

Public Works:  
763-767-6462

Senior Services:  
763-767-6473

Utility Billing:  
763-767-6438

Fax:  
763-767-6491

General questions: 
mail@coonrapidsmn.gov 

Newsletter comments & information: 
Stephanie Ring 

Communications & Mktg Coordinator  
763-767-6582 

sring@coonrapidsmn.gov

This is the official newsletter of 
the City of Coon Rapids which 
is distributed to all homes and 

businesses in the city. This  
newsletter is printed on recycled 

paper containing at least  
30% post-consumer paper  
fibers using soy-based ink. 

(Circulation 26,019)

Events

Family fun for everyone! The Coon Rapids 
Community Strength Foundation and the City of 
Coon Rapids invite you to “Movie in the Park.”

saturday, september 17
Movie: Minions 

Location: Riverview Park, 2420 105th Avenue

5:30 p.m. • Family activites include bouncers, 
balloon art and face painting (fees apply).

7:30 p.m. • Movie begins

Concessions are also available for purchase.  
Bring a blanket and enjoy this FREE movie.

2017 Coon rapids 
Performing Arts series
The Coon Rapids Arts Commission is proud to host the 

annual “Dessert and Coffee Concert Series” beginning 
in early 2017. Come out and enjoy a great evening of 
entertainment along with fabulous dessert and coffee.

Mark your calendars for the 2017 dates:
(performers to be announced in the winter newsletter  
and in utility bills starting in October)

• Thursday, January 12 
• Thursday, February 9 
• Thursday, March 9  
• Thursday, April 6 
All concerts begin at 7 p.m. at the Coon Rapids Civic Center, 

11155 Robinson Drive. Tickets will go on sale starting November 
16 at the front desk of City Hall. Ticket prices are $8 for adults, 
$6 for adults 65+, $5 for children 12 & under (plus receive a  
$4 discount when you purchase all four concert tickets).

For more information contact Stephanie at 763-767-6432 
or email slincoln@coonrapidsmn.gov.

Help spread holiday cheer and possibly win a prize at 
the same time! Enter the Coon Rapids Arts Commission 
Holiday Lighting Contest! Entries will be judged based on 
overall impact, visual appeal, uniqueness, variety, safety 
and tidiness.
Categories:

still – Property (non-moving light display on a house, 
yard, fence, tree or any combination listed)

Motion – Property (moving light display on a house, 
yard, fence, tree or any combination listed)

Prizes:  $100 - 1st place in each category 
$50 - 2nd place in each category

More information about the contest guidelines along 
with an official entry form will be posted on the City’s 
website by the end of the day Friday, November 18. 
Judging by members of the Coon Rapids Arts Commission 
will take place December 16-18. Winners will be notified 
by members of the commission and announced in the 
January 2017 Coon Rapids Connection newsletter.

2016 Holiday Lighting Contest 

Fire station Open House 
Details on front page

Coon rapids Love 
My Pet Fair 
Details on front page

Car seat  
Clinics 
Information on page 13

senior Center 
Flea Market 
Information on page 15

special skating  
events 
Details on page 16


